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IMSA Information Resource Center

AFRICA

A Research Guide to get you started

The Second Largest Continent in Area; 54 Independent Countries
Check dates of your information; this continent is changing rapidly.

The Online Catalog: search books, videos, CDs and DVDs
Use Africa with Subject Browse for dozens of headings like:
... Civilization ... Description and Travel ... Economic Conditions ... History
... Politics and Government ... Sub-Saharan ... East ... West ... North
Try searching by country and by topic.
Browse the shelves: 960s history; 916 geography and travel; 932 ancient Egypt

Reference Sources

R 338.96 LITT 2006 Little Data Book on Africa

R 896 COX AFRI 1997 African Writers. 2 v.

R 911.6 KASU HIST 1998 History Atlas of Africa; from the first humans...

R 920.7203 COMMWOME1999 Women in World History. 17 v. You can search by

country in the “Geographic Index” in v. 17

R 956.003 MATT ENCY 2004 Encyclopedia of the Modern Middle East and North
Africa. 4 v. (Also available as an E-Book in the
Virtual Reference Library)

R 960.03 APPI AFRI 2005 Africana / K.A. Appiah & H.L. Gates,Jr. 5v.

R 960.03 MIDD NEW 2008 New Encyclopedia of Africa, 5 v. (Also available as
an E-Book in the Virtual Reference Library)

R 960.03 SHIL ENCY 2005 Encyclopedia of African History. 3 v.

Some Special Topics

306.362096 REDI SLAV 2007 Slave Ship: A Human History/ Marcus Rediker
338.91096 CALD TROU 2006 Trouble with Africa: Why Foreign Aid Isn’t Working
362.1969792 BEHR INVI 2004 Invisible people...the AIDS pandemic / Behrman
398.2096 BELC AFRI 2005 African Myths of Origin/ Stephen Belcher
551.6096 SIMM AFRI 2005 Africa: Up in Smoke? The Second Report from the Working
Group on Climate Change and Development
572.967 KENY FACI 1962 Facing Mount Kenya / Jomo Kenyatta
916.60433 TAYL ANGR 2005  Angry wind: through Muslim Black Africa / Tayler
916.7 DAV The African Genius ... cultural history / Basil Davidson
956 GRIT NORT 2006 North Africa and the Middle East/ Gritzner
956.01 POUW AFRI 2005 African and Middle Eastern World/ Pouwels
960 AFRI READ 1998 Africa: the Biography of a Continent / John Reader
960 GATE WOND 1999 Wonders of the African World / Henry Louis Gates, Jr.
960 MITC PEOP 2006 Peoples and Cultures of Africa
960.022 COHE DAY 2002 A Day in the Life of Africa / ed. by David Cohen
960.1 EHRE CIVI 2002 Civilizations of Africa; a history to 1800 / C. Ehret
967.41 WOOD CULT 2006 Culture and Customs of the Central African Republic

968.0009 HUNT NEW 2006 New News out of Africa: Uncovering Africa’s Renaissance
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V 960 JACK AFRI 2001 Africa Daily lives of Africans in a changing world
website: http://www.pbs.org/wnet/africa/
book: 960 READ AFRI 2001 Africa / John Reader

V 960 1986 The Africans / Ali Mazrui triple cultural heritage of
Africa: indigenous, Muslim, and Western

See individual countries also.

Biographies & Autobiographies
966.9053 WIWA WIWA 2001 In the Shadow of a Saint /Ken Wiwa

967.62 DINEOUT 1985 Out of Africa / Isak Dinesen

967.62 GALL DREA | Dreamed of Africa / Kuki Gallman

968 MATH KAFF 1968 Kaffir Boy / Mark Mathabane

968.06092 BIKO WOOD 1987 Biko; South African activist Steve Biko / Woods
968.064 MANDMAND1995 Long Walk to Freedom / Nelson Mandela

V. 791.43 ATTE CRY 1999  Cry Freedom

Literature
F ACHE THIN 1983 Things Fall Apart / Chinua Achebe
F IDRI IN 1978 In the eye of the Beholder / Yusuf Idris
F FARA SARD 1992 Sardines / Nasruddin Farah
F MCCA NO.1 2002 The No.1 Ladies’ Detective Agency / A. McCall Smith
F OKRI SONG 1994 Songs of Enchantment / Ben Okri
F PATO CRY 1950 Cry the Beloved Country / Alan Paton
823 HEAD TALE 1990 Tales of tenderness and power / Bessie Head
896 AWOO UNIT 1987 Until the Morning After ... poems / Kofi Awoonar
896 HUGH POEM 1966 Poems from Black Africa / ed. by Langston Hughes
896.2 SOYI COLL1973 Collected Plays / Wole Soyinka

Ecology & Wildlife
In the catalog, search Subject Browse
For topics: conservation, ecology, wildlife conservation
Or specific animals: lions, elephants, chimpanzees, etc.

333.94516 GOOD TEN 2002 Ten Trusts: what we must do to care for the wildlife we
love / Jane Goodall

333.94516 LEAK WILD 2001 Wildlife Wars / Leakey, Richard

599.138096 TURNEVOL2004 Evolving Eden: ... the African large-mammal fauna

Current Issues
Try the online subscription databases from the IRC's website
http://staff.imsa.edu/irc/
Especially:
Academic Search Complete, JSTOR, Europa World Plus, World Data Analyst
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Journal Collection: Afrique magazine (in French)

National Geographic
In the IRC, National Geographic is available:
e CD ROM from 1888-2000 (Circ. Desk)
ein print from 1918 - (Wireless
Classroom)
1 within the Proquest research database from
1995 -

Current History occasionally has a special issue on Africa

Websites

Fast facts, statistics: http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/

More depth in U.S. Dept of State Background Notes:
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/

Book-length “Area Handbook Series” for good historical background.:
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ frd/csquery.html

Africa South of the Sahara; annotated by Africa expert Karen Fung; lots of links
http://www-sul.stanford.edu/depts/ssrg/africa/guide.html

African Studies Center, University of Pennsylvania. Country pages; lots of links
http://www.africa.upenn.edu/Home_Page/Country.html
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